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It’s time
to get

published!

Tell us your stories and see your
name in The Visionary.
Please let us know if you have
• been promoted or accepted a new
professional position
• had a major article or book published
• been appointed to a committee or
board of directors
• conducted research
• received any special awards
or recognition
We want to read about your achievements, so please
submit your information by email by February 5, 2016.
If possible, include a high-resolution, original photo in
a jpeg or tiff format.
So we can continue to send you The Visionary and other
important college and alumni information, please update
your contact information regularly by emailing us.
We look forward to hearing from you.

mm2094@nova.edu
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Dean’s Message
The NSU College of Optometry (NSUCO) admitted its 27th class this
fall, and we continue to matriculate outstanding students who far
exceed our minimum requirements—and who represent the diversity
we strive for on a continuum. All 17 students in the 2014 Preparatory
Optometry Program were successful in demonstrating their ability
and were able to start the professional program as part of the new
entering class.
The university has realigned its colleges to create closer ties between its undergraduate and
graduate programs. Consequently, we continue to strengthen our Dual Admission Program,
allowing outstanding high school students to enter a pre-optometry program that allows them
to be accepted into the professional degree program following a successful, three-year undergraduate performance.
Our preparatory program also contributes to this realignment, with students enrolled in
a number of undergraduate courses. It’s also important to mention that several NSUCO
researchers seek undergraduates to assist with applied research projects that have a direct
application to clinical care. This not only provides research skills to the undergraduates,
but it also spreads knowledge about the profession and its impact on patients.
At the alumni level, NSUCO is increasing its connection with its graduates through The
Visionary, as well as at booths and receptions held at the annual meetings and conventions
of the American Optometric Association, American Academy of Optometry, Southeastern
Educational Congress of Optometry, and the Florida Optometric Association. We also offer
our alumni reduced costs for continuing education presented at the college—a portion of
which supports student scholarships.
In regard to teaching and clinical education, these areas have been enhanced by hiring new
residency-trained faculty members who specialize in ophthalmic optics, contact lenses, disease,
and pediatrics. With the incorporation of technology, there have been many advances and
options regarding how material is presented to students. This is evidenced by the fact that
many faculty members have developed ebooks and video clips that can be accessed on iPads
by students in laboratories, clinics, and classes.
With all the changes in health care and the competition for the best students, I ask that you
think about making a contribution to the college that will assist current students with their
educational costs. We truly need your help to continue our growth as an outstanding
optometric institution.

David S. Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO
Dean, College of Optometry
Nova Southeastern University
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Chancellor’s Communiqué
Now that all the new students in our various
Health Professions Division (HPD) programs
have had a chance to settle into their academic
routines, it gives me the opportunity to reflect
on when we first merged with Nova University
in 1994 and came to the Fort Lauderdale/Davie
Campus with about 1,900 full-time students.
Today, that number has grown to approximately
9,500 full-time students in our multifaceted HPD programs.
The wonderment of walking around our hallways and seeing the rainbow

NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY

of white-coat patches and scrubs unmistakably indicates the diversity of

George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D.

our programs. It’s a scenario that will only continue to increase with the

President and Chief Executive Officer

recent approval of the NSU Board of Trustees to establish the College of
Allopathic Medicine, which will exist alongside our esteemed College of

HEALTH PROFESSIONS DIVISION

Osteopathic Medicine. As a result, the HPD will consist of eight colleges

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D.

in the not-too-distant future.

Chancellor, Health Professions Division

Because NSU has always endeavored to be at the forefront of educational
COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY

innovation, the university took the bold step earlier this year to realign

David S. Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO

many of its colleges and programs. As part of this realignment, a number

Dean
EXECUTIVE EDITOR
Scott Colton, B.A., APR
HPD Director of Medical Communications

of the university’s undergraduate programs were relocated to other NSU
colleges, including the HPD’s College of Health Care Sciences. This was a
wise move, in my opinion, because I believe it will serve as a catalyst to
increase the number of dual-admission opportunities for our students.

and Public Relations

During the past several months, five academic degree programs that were

MANAGING EDITOR

of Health Care Sciences. These include the B.S. in Speech-Language and

formerly housed at other NSU colleges were repositioned into the College
Michelle M. Morgado, B.S.
Manager of Marketing Services
(954) 262-4236 • mm2094@nova.edu

Communication Disorders, the M.S. in Speech-Language Pathology, the
SLP.D. in Speech-Language Pathology, the B.S. in Athletic Training, and
the B.S. in Exercise and Sport Science.

ART DIRECTOR

This realignment also brings tremendous efficiency to presenting educa-

Susan Tischenkel-Hayward, Senior Designer/

tion to our undergraduate students, because it creates an atmosphere of

Associate Director, Office of Publications

mentorship and collegiality between the undergraduate, graduate, and

OFFICE OF PUBLICATIONS
Ron Ryan, Director

first-professional students. As a result, we’re helping to set the educational
paradigm for the rest of the nation.

Sheryl Koral, University Editor
Carol Reynolds-Srot, Associate Editor/Copywriter
Roberta Harris, Graphic Production Manager

Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D.
Chancellor, Health Professions Division
Nova Southeastern University
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News Blasts
College of Optometry Earns Three
STUEY Nominations
NSUCO was recognized in three categories at the 16th
Annual Student Life Achievement Awards, commonly
referred to as the STUEYS. The awards ceremony is an
annual celebration of NSU’s best in regard to NSU’s

NSUCO Receives Grant
NSUCO received an Association of Schools and
College of Optometry Developing a Diverse Applicant
Pool in Optometric Education Mini-Grant, which will
help support underrepresented minority students in
the NSU Preparatory Optometry Program. u

Core Values of Academic Excellence, Student Centered,
Integrity, Innovation, Opportunity, Scholarship/Research, Diversity, and Community. During the event,
held March 31 at NSU’s Rose and Alfred Miniaci Per-

NSUCO Bids Farewell to Visiting Scholars

forming Arts Center, students, as well as faculty

David S. Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO, NSUCO dean,

and staff members, corporate partners, and alumni,

and Josephine Shallo-Hoffmann, Ph.D., FAAO, associ-

were honored for their contributions toward building

ate dean for academic affairs, presented a gift to the vis-

a greater sense of community and campus life.

iting scholars from China for their work at the college

Listed below are the individuals from NSUCO who
were nominated for a STUEY. u

during the past year. Zuopao Zhuo, M.D., and Ziming
Liu, M.D., worked with Bin Zhang, M.D., Ph.D., FAAO,
associate professor, on a variety of research projects,
while learning about optometric education. As a result
of their NSUCO experiences, Liu and Zhuo were able to
present their research at the Association for Research
in Vision and Ophthalmology 2015 Annual Meeting
held May 3–7 in Denver, Colorado. u

COCURRICULAR ADVISER
OF THE YEAR FINALIST

Lori Vollmer, O.D., FAAO

STAFF MEMBER OF THE
YEAR FINALIST

Marlem Aleman

Pictured from left: David Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO, dean; Zuopao
Zhuo, M.D., visiting scholar; Ziming Liu, M.D., visiting scholar;
Bin Zhang, M.D., Ph.D., FAAO, associate professor; and Josephine
Shallo-Hoffmann, Ph.D., FAAO, associate dean for academic affairs
NSUCO STUDENT
OF THE YEAR

Jay Harrelson, class of 2016
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Optical Style Show Dazzles
In April, The Eye Care Institute hosted its annual Optical Style
Show, which featured a carnival theme complete with balloon
animals, a vintage popcorn machine, raffles, music, food, and
fun. The show’s sponsoring frame vendor was Luxottica, which
showcased full collections of its top brands such as Michael
Kors, Burberry, Prada, Tory Burch, and Oakley.
The style show has served as a perpetually successful way to
promote The Eye Care Institute at NSU’s clinics to their surrounding communities via radio ads and invitations, as well as
through campus-wide promotion for NSU students and faculty
and staff members. The Optical Style Show has been a success
from its inception thanks to the efforts of Linda S. Rouse, O.D.,
FAAO, assistant dean of finance and operations and chief
operations officer of The Eye Care Institute; Ana Abugazaleh,
managing optician; and Michelle M. Morgado, B.S., manager
of marketing services. u

Janet L. Leasher (wearing white coat) and students from the
Community Outreach course at NSU’s Third Annual Seussfest.

Seussfest at NSU’s
Alvin Sherman Library
On March 1, a group of students in the college’s
Community Outreach course taught by Janet L.
Leasher, O.D., M.P.H., FAAO, associate professor
and director of community outreach, participated
in the NSU Alvin Sherman Library Third Annual
Seussfest. The national event takes place at community libraries across the country on Dr. Seuss’s
birthday to promote literacy and a love of reading
in children.
The day included storytelling, petting zoos, and
free books for 1,500 children. Doctor of Optometry students Ekaterina Debello, Samantha Kayser,
Lori Kennon, Jessica Stjernvall, and Kaily Tschantz
presented an informational and interactive table to
inform parents about the importance and relevance
of eye exams for young children. Leasher and the
participating students educated more than 100
families about children’s vision and the important
connection to educational achievement. u
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2015

Graduation
O

ne of humanity’s most precious gifts is sight, and the
optometric physician is dedicated
to the preservation and enhancement of this gift. Through academic
and clinical training, these physicians are able to examine, diagnose, treat, and manage disorders

and diseases of the visual system
and associated structures.
The profession of optometry
offers many challenges and rewards to those willing to devote
themselves to serving others
through a lifetime of study and
dedication to excellence.

On May 15, the graduating
students marked the beginning
of their careers as optometric
professionals. We are confident
that, as alumni, they will maintain
a relationship with the college.
We look forward to their contributions to the optometry profession.

EYE ON THE PRIZE

Graduation 2015 Awards of Distinction

CHRISTIAN WOOD

PINAR HAYTAC

RYAN BECK

Beta Sigma Kappa
Silver Medal

Florida Optometric
Association Dr. Lenny
Cherdack Student
Legislative Award

Chancellor’s Award

Presented to the graduating chapter member who
attained the highest cumulative grade point average

Dean’s Award
Presented for academic
excellence to the student
graduating with the highest scholastic achievement

Presented to a student
who exhibits professional
behavior consistent with
the high ideals and moral
ethics of organized optometry and has demonstrated
outstanding dedication
to the profession, the
Florida Optometric Association, and the legislative
process, including representing optometry at the
Florida capital

Presented to the student
who best exemplifies the
characteristics of a fine
optometric physician—a
combination of scholarship, leadership, integrity,
humanity, and loyalty to
the profession
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MIRIAM ANGLO

PAUL KEITH BIGGS

KELSEY ANNE DEITZ

MARY HIEU DOAN

Southern Council of
Optometry Award for
Clinical Excellence

Pioneer Instruments’
Primary Care Award

College of Optometrists
in Vision Development
Award of Excellence

Optelec Excellence in
Low Vision Award

Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated outstanding clinical
performance

Presented to a graduating
student for excellence in
primary care performance

Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated strong interest and
clinical skills in the area of
vision therapy

Presented to a graduating
student who has expressed a desire to provide
low vision services and
excels in clinical skills

PINAR HAYTAC
NATHALIE ELIZABETH
FINDLATER
Pediatric and Binocular
Vision Clinical
Excellence Award
Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated outstanding clinical
skills and patient care in
the Nova Southeastern
University pediatrics and
binocular vision service

Dan and Hoffman
Extern of the Year
Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated an outstanding
work ethic and overall
excellence in patient care

PHILIP KIM
ALMAS KHAN
Vistakon Award of
Excellence
Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated excellence in
contact lens care

Eschenbach Award
of Excellence in
Low Vision
Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated outstanding
clinical application of
low vision treatment
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JOANNA BARBARA
KOMAR

JOANNE CHIH-ANN
LEE

ROSEMARY
YING-HWA LIAO

ANNA-KAYE MARIE
LOGAN

The Dr. Lester E. Janoff
Scholar Award

Contact Lens Practice
Management Award

Heine Award of
Excellence in Optics

Presented to a fourth-year
optometry student for
outstanding performance
in a scholarly activity,
such as teaching, research,
or optometric journalism, in memory of Lester
E. Janoff—a renowned
educator, researcher, and
pioneer in the area of cornea and contact lenses, as
well as a gentleman and a
scholar who exemplified
lifelong learning

Presented to a graduating student who has
demonstrated excellence
in contact lens practice
management as the
house officer

Presented to the graduating student who has
demonstrated excellence
in optics

Humana Specialty
Benefits, VCP Faculty
Choice Award
Presented to a graduating student who best
represents the ideals of
the faculty

Lombart Instruments’
Optometric Award
Presented to the
individual who demonstrated excellence in the
optometric theory and
methods courses

William Feinbloom
Low Vision Award
GENNY THI VO
CURTIS SCOTT
GP Clinical
Excellence Award
Presented to the graduating student who has
demonstrated eagerness
to learn more about gas
permeable lens design,
materials, and fitting
techniques

CooperVision
Excellence in
Contact Lens Award
Presented to a graduating
student for excellence in
corneal and contact lens
clinical care

Presented to a graduating student who has
demonstrated outstanding
clinical application of
low vision treatment
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SHALONDA TRENISE
MCCALLUM

REBECCA SUZANNE
MCLAUGHLIN

Arán Eye Associates
Excellence in Ocular
Disease Award

X-Cel Contact Lens
Award

Presented to a graduating student who has
demonstrated exceptional understanding and
care of patients with
ocular disease

Braverman Eye Center
Extern of the Year
Presented in recognition
of a superior work ethic,
clinical acumen, and excellence in patient care

Presented to a graduating
student for excellence in
fitting RGP contact lenses

THOMAS LEE ROONEY
Milroy Optical
Scholarship Award
Presented to a graduating
student for excellence
in ophthalmic optics
materials knowledge
and dispensing

Volk Ocular Disease
Excellence Award
Presented to a student
for excellence in
ocular disease

Module Directors’
Award
Presented to that individual who has demonstrated clinical excellence in
the area of primary care,
including disease management and diagnosis, visual
and refractive care, and
patient interaction

Low Vision Award
of Excellence
Presented to a graduating student who has
excelled in the low vision
areas of patient rapport,
clinical decision making,
patient management, and
patient education

LITA WU
Marchon Practice
Management Award
Presented to a graduating
student for excellence in
clinical optometric practice management

Luxottica Award
Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated excellence in
clinical pediatric care
and vision therapy

LETICIA ALEXANDRA
ROUSSO

CASSANDRIA WARR
OEP Clinical
Curriculum Award
Presented to a graduating
student who has demonstrated strong interest and
clinical skills in the areas
of pediatrics, binocular
vision, and vision therapy

JAMES FRANCIS
HAMMOND and
LEANN CATHERINE
JAROCZYNSKI
Beaver-Visitec International Dry Eye Award
Presented to two graduating students who have
demonstrated strong
interest and clinical
skills in the area of dry
eye management
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Spotlight

Class of 2015
BY MICHELLE M. MORGADO, B.S.
MANAGER OF MARKETING SERVICES

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE PORTENDS
BRIGHT FUTURE FOR RYAN BECK
Ryan C. Beck, O.D., who is the son of a second-career
optometrist and preschool teacher turned business
owner, had early aspirations of becoming either a
professional hockey player or an author. Throughout
his lifetime, he has served in a number of roles, both
professionally and personally, that have shaped him into
the well-rounded and humble individual he is today.
Beck was born in Livingston, New Jersey, and lived
in the nearby town of Randolph until the age of
15. He then moved to Boca Raton, Florida, to finish
high school and has remained in the Sunshine State
ever since. Beck, who is the youngest of three siblings, has an older brother named Jared Beck, who
works in the information technology and security
field, while his sister, Jill Saxon, O.D., serves as the
director of professional strategy at Bausch & Lomb.
His father, Jed Beck, O.D., graduated from State University of New York College of Optometry in 1993,
following a 10-year career as a pharmacist. Beck gained
a close-up look into the field of optometry while working at the Pearle Vision franchise his dad owned. He
worked in a range of positions including serving as
a technician, lab optician, salesperson, and assistant
manager. Beck’s mother, Maxine, who graduated from
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Following the NSUCO
graduation ceremony,
Beck celebrated with, from
left, his brother, Jared;
father, Jed; fiancée, Leah;
mother, Maxine; and
sister, Jill.

the University of Maryland with a degree in educa-

North Broward Preparatory School and winning the

tion, pursued a career as a preschool teacher before

state championships during his sophomore and senior

eventually owning a gift shop for a number of years.

years. “It was a great experience bonding with my

In terms of naming the most influential person in his
life, Beck reserves that spot for his grandfather, Stanley
Beck, who spent 50 years working as a pharmacist in

classmates outside of the classroom. In fact, I still see
and play hockey with some of these guys in men’s
leagues to this day,” he said.

Florham Park, New Jersey, and served for 59 years as

He also enjoyed the creative writing process, penning

a volunteer fireman and fire chief. “He was the kind

short stories and novellas. Beck, however, decided to

of man who would get calls in the middle of the night

pursue a career in international business, because he felt

about a sick child and brave blizzards to open up the

he would need more life experience to write successfully.

store, mix a medication or ointment, and personally
deliver it to the child’s home,” Beck explained. “He
taught me what it was to truly care for a person and
not just see the individual as another patient.”
Four days prior to taking Part II of the National Board
of Examiners in Optometry exam, Beck’s grandfather
passed away following a long illness. Beck said he
felt his grandfather’s presence during the exam and
knew he was watching over him during graduation.
Through his early years, Beck was most interested in

Undergraduate Education and Beyond
From 2003 until 2007, Beck attended the University
of Central Florida. Like many other students, he
registered with an undeclared major at first, but after
taking several general education courses, he realized
he had a passion for business. In 2004, he declared
business as his major and focused the majority of his
coursework in marketing and international business.
As he went through college, he became deeply interested
in the marketing aspect of business. Instinctively, he

mathematics and hockey, playing on the varsity ice

knew his passion for creative writing would serve him

hockey team throughout his high school years at

well in this regard.
Continued on page 12

‘‘
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Work hard, study hard, but most of all, cherish
the connections you make in optometry school.”
—Ryan Beck

After graduating from the University of Central Florida

pursue an optometric education. “My dad, my sister, and

in 2007 with a Bachelor of Science in General Business

two of my uncles are optometrists, and I have seen how

Administration, Beck landed his first marketing job for a

happy the profession has made each of them in different

buying group in the optical industry. In this role, he

ways,” he explained. “I felt that if I could be as happy as

helped develop an ecommerce website that allowed

they are, it wouldn’t be a half-bad decision.”

doctors to purchase quality products at discount rates.

Although he felt he was helping the doctors gain access
to products and services, he felt he wanted to do more.

Consequently, after a few years in this position, he
decided to further his education.

at the Pearle Vision franchise in Boca Raton. He had
been working for him throughout high school and

during college breaks, but went full time while taking
prerequisites for optometry school at Florida Atlantic
University and Palm Beach State College.

with immediate praise. “To be completely honest, it was
Fran Franconeri, who at the time was in charge of
student services for the incoming first-year class. From
the beginning, I was contacted in a warm manner by
Fran and the administration at the college,” he said.
Additional decision-making criteria included NSUCO’s
open-door policy—and the fact that none of his family

Beck, who became the fifth optometrist in his family
when he graduated from NSUCO earlier this
decision to

When asked why he chose NSUCO, Beck responded
where I felt the most welcomed, primarily because of

During this time, Beck went back to work for his father

year, knew he had made the right

NSUCO Experience Proves Fulfilling

members had attended the college. His goal was to
pursue a unique optometric educational
experience so he could gain a different view
of what it meant to be an optometrist.
During his four years at NSUCO, Beck
learned the importance of balancing his
studies, volunteering for student organizations, and enjoying his social life.
During his second year, he was elevated
from Student Government Association
(SGA) vice president to president, and
then later, student body president in
his third year. Representing his class
and serving as a liaison between the
administration and faculty members
was a rewarding experience for Beck
because he helped influence
NSUCO policy changes.

Ryan Beck, right, who served as SGA president, is shown with fellow SGA
Executive Board members at the 2014 EyeBall. From left are Thomas Rooney
(secretary), Leann Jaroczynski (treasurer), and Lawrence Cruz (vice president).
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Because he is a devoted hockey player,
Ryan Beck, second from left, joined a
men’s league during his time at NSUCO
as a way to purge stress.

Beck fulfilled the national trustee role for the
American Optometric Student Association
(AOSA), which involved encouraging all
United States optometry students to join the
AOSA and become involved in the future of
optometry, as well. He also helped NSUCO remain
informed on the agenda of the national board, the

scrubs and

American Optometric Association, and the legislative

experience all the school has to offer.”

battles that involved the optometric profession. Additionally, he completed the Mini-M.B.A. for Optometrists
Program at the H. Wayne Huizenga College of Business
and Entrepreneurship during this time—an achievement that provided him with a competitive advantage
not available to students in other optometric schools.
According to Beck, some of his most memorable NSUCO
moments have involved the long hours he spent at the
library, the celebrations he and his classmates enjoyed
after the completion of every semester, his involvement
in student organizations, and the EyeBall event each
year. “The feeling of being part of something bigger and
sharing it with 100 of your closest friends was incredible,” Beck admitted.

For the near future, Beck plans to remain in South
Florida. Currently, he is working at a local private
practice and will be keeping his eyes open for the best
position that fits his practicing style. Eventually, he
would love to open his own optical store or become a
partner in a group optometry practice.
On the personal front, Beck is engaged to Leah Lipman—a licensed mental health counselor who currently
oversees afterschool employability programs for the
mentally challenged as part of the YMCA of South
Florida. He describes their love story as unique because
they would constantly cross the same paths, but just
miss each other by a second before finally meeting. “Life
had given us chance after chance to find each other, and
finally we made the connection that would begin the

What the Future Holds
The past four years at NSUCO have proven to Beck that,
through ambition and hard work, all the opportunities
that have been placed in his path are attainable, such as

first chapter in the rest of our lives together,” said Beck
of their relationship. The couple will be married in
December. “After our first conversation, we just knew
it was meant to be,” he said.

receiving the Chancellor’s Award at graduation. “I have

In terms of offering advice to current and future

been given the highest honor that an optometry student

NSUCO students, Beck shared the following words of

can receive from the NSU Health Professions Division,”

wisdom: “Work hard, study hard, but most of all, cherish

he said. “I am most proud of the fact that, not only was I

the connections you make in optometry school. I know

able to become so involved, but that an institution like

that some of the friends I met through NSUCO will be

NSUCO truly values hard work and involvement in the

lifelong friends, and it’s with each other’s support that

profession beyond the classroom. It makes me excited

we will continue to make the profession great. So get out

for future generations to wear those familiar light green

there and get involved.” u
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Tops in the Nation

EMILY KORSZEN TIES FOR HIGHEST SCORE
IN COUNTRY ON NATIONAL EXAM
BY JEREMY KATZMAN, M.B.A., APR, ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, OFFICE OF PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Emily M. Korszen, fourth-year Doctor of Optometry student, tied
with one other student for the highest score in the nation on the
National Board of Examiners in Optometry (NBEO) Part I Applied
Basic Science (ABS) Examination in 2015.
As a result, Korszen was presented with the 2015 Dr. Norman E.
Wallis Award for Excellence by Melvin D. Shipp, O.D., Dr.Ph., M.P.H.,
who serves as NBEO president, at the 45th Annual American Optometric Student Association Conference in Seattle, Washington, on
June 26. The award was established to honor Wallis’s 25 years of
outstanding service as executive director of the NBEO.
“When I got the news, I was surprised, but I felt that my classmates
and I prepared as much as we could for the exam,” said Korszen.
“The faculty members at NSU have been instrumental, not just in
our preparation for the exam, but for our future as optometrists.
This is a credit to their hard work as well.”
Korszen, who earned her Bachelor of Science in Neurobiological
Sciences degree from the University of Florida in Gainesville,
previously received the J. Pat Cummings Scholarship from
the American Optometric Foundation and was named to the
NSU Health Professions Division’s Chancellor’s List for six
consecutive semesters.
“Emily Korszen is an exceptional student, and we are proud that the
knowledge she has gained at NSU will someday translate to caring
for her patients and help further the optometry profession,” said
David Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO, dean of NSUCO. “Emily and her
fellow optometry students at NSU are among the best and brightest
in the nation, and we are very proud of them.”
Korszen is active in numerous extracurricular activities, serving as
secretary of NSUCO’s Student Government Association, vice president of the Gold Key Optometric Honor Society, class representative of the American Optometric Student Association, and as a
member of the Beta Sigma Kappa Optometric Honor Society, where
she tutors fellow students. u
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Student Segment
HIGHLIGHTS
In June, third-year students Shelby Haviland and T’Sani Watson,
who serve as president and vice president of the college’s Practice
Management Association, attended the Student Optometric Leadership Network conference in Sacramento, California.

Emily M. Korszen, fourth-year Doctor
of Optometry student, was awarded
the 2015–16 Don E. Williamson, O.D.,
Memorial Scholarship in recognition of
her outstanding leadership and academic achievements during her training as
an optometric physician.

Justin Chelette, third-year Doctor of
Optometry student, was named an NSU
Chancellor’s Fellow, which is a special
distinction that is bestowed upon academically gifted students who distinguish themselves as passionate in their
career goals and in their commitment to
the NSU community. Chelette is one of
only three fellows selected for 2015.

In August, 20 students from the Fellowship of Christian
Optometry club traveled to Nicaragua
in conjunction with
Good Samaritan
Community Health
Missions to serve the
needs of more than
570 patients.

In July, fourth-year students
Catherine Batton and
Patrick Glencer successfully
completed their externship
rotations at the Eye Hospital
of Tianjin Medical University
in Tianjin, China.

Sylvester Nguyen, fourth-year Doctor of
Optometry student, won the Association
of Schools and Colleges of Optometry’s
Cultural Competency Case Study Competition for Students and Residents—and
a $2,500 prize—when his essay entitled,
“White Coats, Windsor Ties, and Western Medicine,” was selected as the top
student entry.

The Beta Sigma Kappa Honor Society—which stimulates scientific attainment,
academic excellence, and the ethical practice of optometry and promotes
and provides financial support for worthy research projects relating to vision
care—recently elected its new executive board. The new board members
(pictured from left) are third-year students Shelby Haviland, Amanda Kovacs,
Nicole Nguyen, Samantha Kayser, Kelsey Moore, and Heather Gauger.
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Faculty Focus

Coulter (second from left) and copresenters at the COVD conference in India

Rachel Coulter Lectures in India
Rachel (Stacey) Coulter, O.D., M.S.Ed., FAAO,

Eye care and optometry are rapidly developing in

FCOVD, associate professor, lectured at the Sankara

India to meet the demand of a population of 1.2

Eye Hospital in Bangalore, India. As part of a two-

billion people. Since being established in 2008,

day conference sponsored by the College of Optom-

the Sankara Eye Hospital has provided more than

etrists in Vision Development, Coulter presented

1 million cataract surgeries. The hospital and college

lectures and workshops on providing vision care

also provide comprehensive proactive pediatric eye

to infants, toddlers, and special-needs patients. As

care, including more than 6,000 vision therapy

a demonstration, Coulter evaluated three nonver-

visits last year.

bal patients with autism in an auditorium setting.

Currently, optometrists are able to use diagnostic

Aditya Goyal, who oversees the Sankara College of

techniques, but not therapeutic drugs, and can provide

Optometry, organized the conference to introduce

low vision, vision therapy, and contact lens services,

developmental optometry to area practitioners.

as well as detect ocular disease. The College of Optom-

More than 100 optometrists from India, Nepal,

etrists in Vision Development is piloting educational

Bangladesh, Malaysia, Singapore, and Sri Lanka

programs to train optometrists in this specialty area,

attended the symposium.

which has high interest. u

COLLEGE OF OPTOMETRY • 17

Research Spotlight
Rachel (Stacey) Coulter, O.D.,
M.S.Ed., FAAO, FCOVD,
associate professor, is the
principal investigator for a
multiyear clinical trial grant
from the National Eye Institute titled, “Convergence Insufficiency Treatment Trial–Attention and Reading
Trial (CITT-ART).” As one of eight clinical centers,
Coulter and the college’s CITT-ART study team will
investigate if treatment of an eye-teaming condition
called convergence insufficiency impacts reading
performance and attention in school-aged children.
Children who have this condition often experience
headaches, fatigue when reading, blurry vision,
double vision, or print that appears to move when
they read. While the association of symptoms with
convergence insufficiency is well documented, and
in-office vision therapy reduces symptoms, it is not
established if the reduction of symptoms is linked
to changes in reading or attention.
“Children who have convergence insufficiency sometimes suffer from poor reading performance and
attention problems,” said Coulter. “As the first largescale randomized clinical trial to study this problem,
outcomes of this study could lead to new therapies
for some children with attention deficit hyperactivity disorder and reading problems. This grant is
a continuation of our work in the investigation of
convergence insufficiency and treatment outcomes.”
Other members of the NSU study team are Annette Bade, O.D., FAAO; Gregory Fecho, O.D.; Erin
Jenewein, O.D., M.S., FAAO; Deborah Amster, O.D.,
FAAO, FCOVD; Yin C. Tea, O.D., FAAO; Jacqueline
Rodena, O.D., FAAO; Nicole Patterson, O.D., M.S.,
FAAO; and Pamela Oliver, O.D., M.S., FAAO. u

Janet Leasher Named to
NEHEP Planning Committee
Janet Leasher, O.D., M.P.H., FAAO, associate professor, was named a member of the National Eye Health
Education Program Planning Committee (NEHEP) for
2015–2018. The committee, which advises the National
Eye Institute on the overall development, implementation, and evaluation of NEHEP activities, is made
up of experts in eye care and public health education.
Leasher, who has served as NSUCO’s director of
community outreach since June 2003, spearheads
community health education and promotion projects in visual health. Her current teaching assignments in the Doctor of Optometry Program include
public health didactic courses and primary care,
pediatric, and binocular vision clinics. She is also a
member of the Master of Science in Clinical Vision
Research Program faculty and holds a faculty
appointment within the NSU College of Osteopathic
Medicine Master of Public Health Program. u
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Faculty Highlights

Nehmad (fifth from left) with the other grant awardees

On May 12, the Interprofessional Diabetes Education and Awareness (IDEA) Initiative received a faculty
community-based applied research grant from the NSU Quality of Life Council. The IDEA Initiative promotes diabetes prevention and management through community workshops for children and adults most
prone to diabetes. The interprofessional workshops are conducted by students under faculty supervision
from multiple NSU Health Professions Division programs, including NSUCO faculty members Leon Nehmad, O.D., M.S.W., FAAO, associate professor, and Joseph J. Pizzimenti, O.D., FAAO, associate professor.

Hua Bi, O.D., Ph.D., assis-

Las Vegas, Nevada. Her lecture, titled, “Vision in

tant professor, and Josephine

Autism: Research and Clinical Practice,” focused on

Shallo-Hoffmann, Ph.D.,

the unmet needs for vision care for patients with

FAAO, left, associate dean for

autism. Additionally, Surbhi Bansal, O.D., instructor,

academic affairs, traveled to

received her COVD Fellowship at this year’s meeting.

China in July to continue to

She also presented a case report titled, “Training

build the college’s relation-

Compensatory Eye Movements in a Patient with

ships with Tianjin Medical

Homonymous Hemianopsia.”

University and He University, where they lectured on
eye movements and binocular vision. Ophthalmologists and optometrists from different parts of China
attended their lectures in Tianjin and Shenyang.
Rachel (Stacey) Coulter, O.D., M.S.Ed., FAAO, FCOVD,

Janet Leasher, O.D., M.P.H.,
FAAO, left, associate
professor, represented
NSUCO at the first World
Council of Optometry, which

associate professor, served as a general session speaker

was held August 14–16 in

at the College of Optometrists in Vision Development

Medellín, Colombia.

(COVD) 45th Annual Meeting held April 14–18 in
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Faculty Highlights
Kimberly K. Reed, O.D.,
FAAO, left, professor, was
recently interviewed on the
Doctor Radio program on

NSUCO Faculty Members Receive
President’s Faculty Research
and Development Grants

XM/Sirius Radio, where she

On May 12, a number of NSUCO faculty members,

discussed the importance of

in collaboration with other NSU faculty researchers, were

nutrition throughout the life

awarded cash endowments during NSU’s 16th Annual

span in reducing risk of not

President’s Faculty Research and Development Grant

only eye disease, but also many other diseases that are

Awards ceremony. NSUCO was the recipient of two

more common as people age. This was Reed’s second

President’s Faculty Research and Development Grants. u

appearance on the popular radio talk show. She has
also been featured on several other local, regional,
and national radio and television programs promoting the message of proper nutrition for eye health,
and has been frequently quoted in print and online
media journals as an expert in eye-related nutrition.
Sherrol A. Reynolds, O.D.,
FAAO, left, associate professor,
had her article, “How to
Develop a Retina Niche: Use
These Strategies to Provide
Patients with Prompt Management and Education,” published
in Optometric Management.

From left: David S. Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO, NSUCO dean;
Ava K. Bittner, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO, associate professor; and
George L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., NSU president and CEO

Ava Bittner, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO; Kenneth Seger,
O.D., M.Sc., FAAO; Albert David Woods, O.D.;
and Samantha Kayser, B.S., earned a grant for their

Joseph Sowka, O.D., FAAO, professor, and Rim

project titled, “Electro-Simulation Therapies to

Makhlouf, O.D., FAAO, assistant professor, had

Improve/Maintain Vision in Retinitis Pigmentosa.”

their article, “Glaucomatocyclitic Crisis: A NotSo-Benign Disease?” published in the July issue
of Review of Optometry.
Yin Tea, O.D., FAAO, left,
assistant professor and chief
of pediatrics and binocular vision, was quoted in
a Spanish article on www
.univision.com titled, “Cómo
Detectar si Tu Hijo Necesita
Gafas,” or “How to Detect if
Your Child Needs Glasses.”

From left: Hua Bi, O.D., Ph.D., assistant professor; George
L. Hanbury II, Ph.D., NSU president and CEO; and David S.
Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., FAAO, NSUCO dean

Hua Bi, O.D., Ph.D., received a grant for her coauthored project titled, “Pre- and Post-Treatment
Ocular Structure and Function in Hypothyroidism.”
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Spotlight on New Faculty Member

So-Yeon (Sharon) Lee, O.D., FAAO, who grew up
in Vancouver, Canada, became interested in pursuing
a career in optometry while in high school. “Growing
up, the only eye exams I had were the vision screenings
provided by the school nurse, so I didn’t know much
about the field of optometry until I got to high school,”
she explained. “One day in science class, as I was flipping through my textbook, I found interviews of people
with various careers related to science. I came across an
interview with an optometrist and decided I wanted to
explore this field.”
Lee then approached her high school counselor, who had
a list of optometrists Lee could observe, but recommended she observe his own optometrist. Much to her surprise,
on her first day of observing the optometric physician,
Lee discovered that she was the wife of the optometrist
who was interviewed in her science textbook. Lee had

a chance to meet him in person a few days later.
“He encouraged me to pursue optometry,” she said.
After earning her bachelor’s degree in microbiology
and immunology from the University of British Columbia in 2002, she received her O.D. degree from the
Illinois College of Optometry in 2006. Following graduation, she completed the Low Vision Rehabilitation
Residency Program at Southern College of Optometry
and then joined its faculty in July 2007, where she
was involved in both didactic and clinical education.
Lee, who serves as an NSUCO assistant professor and
specializes in low vision rehabilitation, said she was
excited to join the college because of its multifaceted
clinical program and nationally recognized faculty
members. She also appreciates the opportunities to
collaborate with other NSU health care professionals
in terms of both patient care and research. u
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Farewell
Bidding

WAGNER AND WOODRUFF REFLECT ON PRODUCTIVE NSUCO CAREERS
BY SCOTT COLTON, B.A., APR, HPD DIRECTOR OF MEDICAL
COMMUNICATIONS AND PUBLIC RELATIONS

During a combined 43-year career as esteemed NSU
College of Optometry faculty members, the husbandand-wife duo of Heidi Wagner, O.D., M.P.H., FAAO,
and Christopher Woodruff, O.D., M.B.A., FAAO,
played an integral role in leading the college to
enhanced levels of achievement.
On June 1, Wagner and Woodruff, who have been
married since 1986, finalized their NSUCO legacy
when they retired from the college to accept positions at their alma mater—The Ohio State University
(OSU) College of Optometry. In their new roles at
OSU, Wagner will serve as professor of clinical optometry and externship director, while Woodruff will act
as professor of clinical optometry and the instructor
of record for ophthalmic optics, as well as assist with
developing and implementing educational technology.
When they began dating in 1984 as students in the
same graduating class at OSU’s College of Optometry, there was no way Wagner and Woodruff could
have predicted their professional journey would eventually lead them to NSU’s College of Optometry.
Continued on page 22
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The husband and wife team of Heidi Wagner, O.D., M.P.H.,
FAAO, left and at bottom, and Christopher Woodruff, O.D.,
M.B.A., FAAO, below, spent a combined 43 years at NSU’s
College of Optometry.

I found a different dimension of independence. Looking back, I had always enjoyed
student interactions and classroom teaching.”
Because of their myriad abilities, the scope of
their responsibilities was equally as broad. As
a professor of optometry, Wagner served as
the department chair for clinics from 2001
through 2011 and as the educational coordinator for the cornea and contact lens portion
of the Primary Care with Emphasis in Cornea
and Contact Lens Residency Program for 15 years.
“My husband and
I entered private
practice immediately following
graduation in 1986,”
said Wagner, who served in a variety of academic
and clinical capacities after joining the NSUCO
faculty in March 1993. “While building our practice, I worked part time in various practice settings,
including a rural private practice, a health maintenance organization, and as a clinical instructor at
my alma mater. I particularly enjoyed practicing
in an academic health center, and this experience
motivated me to pursue a full-time position in
optometric education. Nova Southeastern University—then Southeastern University of the Health
Sciences—provided me with a full-time position and
the opportunity to grow with a new institution.”
“Initially, I saw my tenure at the institution as a
stepping-stone in our transition to Florida,” said
Woodruff, who joined the NSUCO faculty in June
1994. “However, I soon realized that working in
an academic setting was a good fit for me, because

Other NSUCO highlights for Wagner included
serving as a clinical preceptor in the Primary Care
as well as the Cornea and Contact Lens Service and
being an instructor for numerous courses in both the
optometric professional program and in the Master
of Science in Clinical Vision Research Program.
Woodruff, an NSUCO associate professor, served as
interim assistant dean for student services in 2002
and worked as a clinical preceptor in the Primary
Care as well as the Cornea and Contact Lens Service.
He also served as an instructor in both the optometric professional program and in the Master of
Science in Clinical Vision Research Program.
Their popularity as instructors was evidenced by the
fact that they received numerous awards for their
teaching prowess. In 2012–2013, Wagner received
the NSUCO Professor of the Year Award and a
Golden Apple Award in 2006. Woodruff was even
more prolific, winning an astounding 20 teaching
awards in categories ranging from Golden Apple
and Professor of the Year to Best Lab Instructor.
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According to Wagner, the most fulfilling aspect of

and faculty-member socializing moved to our

her NSUCO tenure was “working with students

homes,” they added. “All new ventures are accom-

in all phases of the program, including residency

panied with hard work with fewer resources,

education, working with faculty colleagues to

and the development of the College of Optom-

develop the optometric program at NSU, and

etry in the early 1990s was no exception.”

participating in collaborative contact lens-related
clinical research.” She is especially proud of the
collaborative clinical research projects she worked
on, which included the Collaborative Longitudinal
Evaluation of Keratoconus (CLEK) Study from 1996
through 2004 and the Contact Lens Assessment
in Youth (CLAY) Study from 2008 through 2015.
In addition to their numerous professional
accomplishments, Wagner and Woodruff are
the proud parents of Alexandra, who is a sophomore at Dartmouth College in Hanover, New
Hampshire, and Alyssa, who graduated from
NSU’s University School on May 22 and entered
Wellesley College in Massachusetts this fall.
Before launching their new careers at The Ohio

From left: Alyssa Woodruff, Christopher Woodruff,
Heidi Wagner, Alexandra Woodruff

State University College of Optometry, Wagner
and Woodruff hope to visit their eldest daughter,
who is completing a study-abroad program in
France, and enjoy a well-deserved family vacation.
Also on their agenda was the “not-insignificant
detail of selling our home in South Florida and
moving to Columbus, Ohio.”
When asked to provide any final words of wisdom before they left NSUCO to embark on their
new professional pursuits, Wagner and Woodruff offered the following response. “This time
of year, with the end of the academic year and
graduation, is a natural time for reflection. As
new—and younger—faculty members, we often
socialized after work, frequenting local establishments in North Miami Beach and Aventura.
“When the college moved to Davie in 1996, we
also moved to suburbia with our young family,

Wagner recalled “participating in bare-bones
projects and spray-gluing a scientific poster on my
back patio with a colleague rather than relying on
university resources as we do today,” she explained.
“Like my first poster, humble beginnings are accompanied by a special sense of pride and accomplishment when the goal is met. I was further reminded
of both the hard work and the camaraderie as my
colleagues hosted a going-away party for us. So when
we were presented with a hand trowel as a symbol of
hard work and the application of mortar that holds
structures together, I was reminded that, while
the actual bricks and mortar shape the institution, the people are its actual glue,” Wagner said.
“We will miss the Florida weather,” Wagner concluded. “But, we will miss the relationships with
the students and colleagues even more.” u
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Alumni News

z

Alumni Chapter President’s Message

I’ve had a challenging, but rewarding, summer. While no statistics are yet

available, patient numbers seem to have dramatically increased in the Cornea
and Contact Lens Service at The Eye Care Institute at NSU. Since I’ve worked
“store hours” during this time, vacation has been my only respite. Needless to
say, as a specialty referral center, we’ve done a good number of keratoconic,
post-PKP, and post-RK fits.

As you know, these can be quite challenging, but immensely gratifying when

you see the smiles on your patients’ faces after you’ve helped them achieve their
BY ARNIE PATRICK, O.D.,

best vision. Unfortunately, too many of these patients don’t return for continuing

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR,

care. While there are a variety of reasons for this, we certainly must shoulder

AND PRESIDENT, COLLEGE

some of the responsibility by not having our patients’ current contact information.

OF OPTOMETRY ALUMNI
CHAPTER

The alumni chapter has a similar problem with our graduates. We seem to lose
many of you during our follow up because we no longer have valid email

addresses, mailing addresses, and telephone numbers. That’s a shame, because

we want to keep you abreast of the latest NSUCO activities. In addition, through
The Visionary, we want to keep your classmates and all other alumni up to date
about the professional and personal changes in your life. Please send any of
these updates to Michelle M. Morgado at mm2094@nova.edu.

Unfortunately, we’ve also heard from some disgruntled graduates, who said
they missed their 10- or 20-year alumni reunion because they weren’t noti-

fied. While that information is available online, and Alumni Chapter members
always reach out to as many honorees as they can, I understand why people

would like to be contacted directly with such important news. For that reason,
I hope everyone takes a few minutes to send us your latest contact informa-

tion. You can update it online at www.nova.edu/webforms/alumni/index.html.
As always, I encourage all alumni to support our incoming students with

scholarship gifts. Any amount is appreciated. This will be my last message as

alumni chapter president, because class of 2004 alumnus Marlon Demeritt, O.D.,
will be succeeding me.

As I step down as president, I want to thank Vanessa McDonald, M.S.; Sherrol

Reynolds, O.D., FAAO; and Jackie Rodena, O.D., for their help during the past
two years. They are truly the best. u
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z
Alumni Spotlight

David Eldred, O.D. (’97), is the owner and president of Advanced Eye Care Clinic in Cheyenne, Wyoming, which he

founded in 2010. He enjoys hospital privileges at Cheyenne

Regional Medical Center, is a recognized speaker for CIBA/

ALCON Pharmaceuticals, and serves as a correctional medical
specialist optometrist for the Wyoming State Department of

Corrections. He is also a state coordinator for the InfantSEE

program and has worked with the Illinois College of Optometry,

Pacific University College of Optometry, The Ohio State University College of Optometry, and NSU’s College of Optometry.

Eldred is a past president of the Wyoming Optometric Association, the Cheyenne-Laramie County Economic Development

Joint Powers Board, and the Cheyenne Quarterback Club for

the University of Wyoming Athletics Department. He also has
served as a board member for Leadership Unlimited, the Juve-

nile Diabetes Foundation, March of Dimes, and the Cheyenne

Young Professionals, among other organizations. Additionally,

he serves as an assistant soccer coach for Ohio State, head coach

for a boys’ select soccer team, and club president for a girls’ competitive traveling soccer team.

“NSU and its faculty members were there to assist me in my ed-

ucation every step of the way, providing me with extra opportu-

nities when I needed additional help,” Eldred said. “They made it
an educational experience I will never forget. I believe NSU has
a staff of educators that is truly world class.” u
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Class Specs

Arsen David de Cardenas was
born on March 31. Proud mom is
Giannie Castellanos de Cardenas.

We are extremely proud of our alumni’s involvement

Jocelyn Cercone, O.D. (’12), had her article,

in organized optometry. The Broward County Op-

“Ocular Manifestations of Migraines,” published in

tometric Association Board of Directors features a

the June issue of Optometry & Visual Performance.

number of our alumni: Ivana Obradovic, O.D. (’10);
Lori Vollmer, O.D. (’02); Nate Schramm, O.D. (’08);
Brandon Cornish, O.D. (’07); Jaime Balaguer, O.D.
(’04); Besty Jacob, O.D. (’13); Smith Blanc, O.D. (’09);
and Brianna Rhue, O.D. (’09). Faculty member Leon
Nehmad, O.D., also serves as a Broward County
Optometric Association Board of Directors member.
Miriam Bach, O.D. (’14), welcomed her son,
Tzvi Yehuda, to the world on February 15.
Smith Blanc, O.D. (’09), was named Young Optometrist
of the Year at the 2015 Florida Optometric Association
Annual Convention held July 16–19 at The Breakers
in Palm Beach. He was recognized for his service to
humanity, which included 10 international medical
outreach trips, and his service to the profession for his
work with the Broward County Optometric Association.

Jeff Cohen, O.D. (’09), who works at Luke Air
Force Base in Arizona, was promoted to the
rank of major in the U.S. Air Force Reserves.
Justin Coleman, O.D. (’13), was among a
panel of optometrists quoted in the article,
“Millennial ECPs IRL,” in Vision Monday.
JeanMarie Davis, O.D., FAAO (’01), had
her article, “Maximize Your Contact Lens
Success,” featured in the Women in Optometry
Growth Strategies section of the Review of
Optometry website.
Giannie Castellanos de Cardenas, O.D. (’09), and
her husband David de Cardenas welcomed Arsen
David de Cardenas into the world on March 31.
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Miriam Bach had
a son, Tzvi Yehuda,
on February 15.

Jeff Cohen was promoted to the rank of
major in the U.S. Air Force Reserves.

Meghann Hamidiani, O.D. (’14), received the

W. Patrick Parks, O.D. (’99), and his partners at Wylie

inaugural Red Eye Award for best resident lecture

Eye Center in Texas had their practice named Business

on May 2 at the North Carolina Chapter of the

of the Year by the Wylie Chamber of Commerce.

American Academy of Optometry Third Annual
Roger Cummings Resident Symposium.
Sarah Harbove, O.D. (’11), authored an article,
“Engage with Patients in the Practice and Beyond,”
that was featured in the Women in Optometry Growth
Strategies section of the Review of Optometry website.
Dedra Ling, O.D. (’09), was featured in the Key West
Chamber of Commerce magazine. Ling’s business,
Key West Optical, was the highlighted business in July.
Amanda Nanasy, O.D. (’10), recently partnered

Judy Nguyen Thunnissen, O.D. (’10), who owns
Bella Eye Care Optometry in Newark, California,
had her practice voted Best Optometry Office by the
Best of Newark.
Parres Mone Wright, O.D. (’07), and Takeia Locke,
O.D. (’07), were featured speakers at the 2015 National Optometric Association Convention on July 9.
Cathy Yaeckel, O.D. (’10), was featured in an article
in the Tampa Tribune for opening a new optical center in Mira Bay Village called Optical Outfitters.

with current NSUCO students to conduct vision
screenings for current NSU athletes. In addition,
Nanasy was featured on WPLG Local 10 News in May
in a segment titled “Non-Invasive Procedure Gives
Detailed View of Retina.”

Please share your alumni news by emailing your
information and photos to Michelle M. Morgado
at mm2094@nova.edu.
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In Memoriam
Christine Williams

Tiffany Lin
Christine Williams, a

Fourth-year student Tiffany Lin,

longtime optician at

who waged a courageous battle

The Eye Care Institute’s

against cancer, passed away in her

Broward County location,

sleep, surrounded by her family

lost her battle with cancer

and dearest friends, on March

on February 28. Williams

2, exactly two months before her

remained positive through-

28th birthday. According to those

out her journey and was

who knew her well, Lin possessed

an inspiration to all who

great energy, a positive attitude,

knew her.

and a beautiful smile.
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Relay for Life Plantation
Linda S. Rouse, O.D., FAAO, assistant dean of
finance and operations and chief operations officer
of The Eye Care Institute, and Lori Vollmer, O.D.,
FAAO, associate professor and director of residency
programs, led the NSUCO team, called VisualEyes
a Cure, on April 24 at Plantation Central Park at the
Top, the College of Optometry’s Relay for Life team—
VisualEyes a Cure
Above, David Loshin, NSUCO dean, and his wife,
Mary, at the Relay for Life event
Opposite page, team captains Linda Rouse, far right,
and Lori Vollmer, far left, take a lap around the track
with their team.

American Cancer Society’s Relay for Life event in
honor of coworker Christine Williams and fourthyear student Tiffany Lin. The team motto was “Let’s
VisualEyes the future—without cancer!” The team
surpassed its goal and raised more than $3,500.

Casey Michelle Hamm, O.D.

Leticia Rousso, O.D.

Spotlight on

Residents
WELCOMING THE CLASS OF 2016

Primary Care with Ocular Disease
Casey Michelle Hamm, O.D.
2011, B.A., Illinois Wesleyan University
2015, O.D., University of Missouri—St. Louis College of Optometry
Leticia Rousso, O.D.
2011, B.S., University of Florida
2015, O.D., Nova Southeastern University College of Optometry
Pinar Haytac, O.D.
2005, B.S., Dowling College
2015, O.D., Nova Southeastern University College of Optometry
Primary Care with Cornea and Contact Lenses
Almas Khan, O.D.
2010, B.S., University of Miami
2015, O.D., Nova Southeastern University College of Optometry
Stacy Zubkousky, O.D.
2010, B.S., University of Central Florida
2015, O.D., New England College of Optometry

Tamara Mendez Romero, O.D.

Primary Care with Pediatrics and
Binocular Vision
Tamara Mendez Romero, O.D.
2009, B.S., University of Maryland
2015, O.D., Pennsylvania College of Optometry
at Salus University
Pavanjeet Ubhi, O.D.
2010, B.S., University of Alberta
2015, O.D., University of Waterloo
Pediatrics and Binocular Vision
Katherine E. Green, O.D.
2011, B.S., St. Mary’s University
2015, O.D., Illinois College of Optometry
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Pinar Haytac, O.D.

Stacy Zubkousky, O.D.

Almas Khan, O.D.

Katherine E. Green, O.D.

To learn more about NSUCO’s
residency programs, please visit
http://optometry.nova.edu/residency/index.html
Pavanjeet Ubhi, O.D.

and be sure to view the resident testimonials for
information on each unique position.
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Continuing Education

The 2015 calendar of events for continuing

Our next continuing education event was the

education included the Annual May Eye Care

Orlando Super Weekend/Getting Comfortable

Conference and Alumni Reunion, during which

with Posterior Segment conference, which was

275 doctors earned credits. The 1995 and 2005

held at the NSU Orlando Campus on Novem-

classes were honored during the alumni busi-

ber 14–15. The conference addressed the topic

ness luncheon, with their reception taking place

of distinct posterior segment conditions, with

at the IGFA Fishing Hall of Fame. Judging by

an emphasis on systemic causes, proper referral,

the photos, they had a rousing good time.

review of the literature with regard to today’s

In addition, the college’s Office of Continuing

management, and value of diagnostic modalities.

Education hosted its third conference at St. Simons

During the 2016 Eye Care Conference and Alumni

Island in Georgia, with many of our alumni

Reunion, the college will be honoring the classes of

attending the educational sessions and enjoy-

2011, 2006, 2001, and 1996 on April 30. On a bit-

ing the beach. In fact, a number of the alumni

tersweet note, Melanie A. Crandall, O.D., M.B.A.,

made it a family vacation and rented homes

FAAO, associate professor, has assumed additional

nearby or stayed at the host hotel—the King and

clinic responsibilities and has turned over the

Prince Beach and Golf Resort. This conference

continuing education reins to Vanessa McDonald,

continues to grow in popularity, which is why

M.S., manager of continuing education. u

it will be scheduled again sometime in 2017.
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Opposite page, left, College of Optometry alumni enjoy
the festivities; right, David Loshin, NSUCO dean, and his
wife, Mary, celebrate the classes of 1995 and 2005 at the
Alumni Reunion.
Top, left, Sherrol A. Reynolds, O.D., FAAO, associate
professor, and her husband, Andre F. Ethridge; center,
Barry J. Frauens, O.D., FAAO, associate professor, with
his daughter, Reanna, and his wife, Danette
Above, colleagues catch up with former professors.
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NSU News of Note

Frederick Lippman (second from left) with fellow Health Care Heroes recipients

Frederick Lippman Named a Health Care Hero
Frederick Lippman, R.Ph., Ed.D., chancellor of NSU’s Health
Professions Division, was honored as a 2015 Individual of Merit
by the Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce at its 18th Annual
Health Care Heroes Awards held in May at Jungle Island in Miami.
The Health Care Heroes Awards program recognizes individuals,
institutions, professionals, students, volunteers, and programs
that, through their individual or collective actions, have made an
extraordinary impact in the South Florida health care community.
Lippman was selected for his leadership in the South Florida
community and beyond, particularly in the areas of health
and well-being. He has made it his priority to enhance interprofessional relationships and understanding, increase programs for health care careers that are in demand, and focus
on educating future health care practitioners on the importance of providing care in underserved population areas. u
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NSU Announces Three New Colleges to
Benefit Students and Meet Market Demand
The NSU Board of Trustees recently voted to create three
new colleges and programs, adding to the university’s more
than 150 degree offerings. The additions include establishing a College of Allopathic Medicine (M.D. program)
to complement NSU’s College of Osteopathic Medicine
(D.O. program), a College of Engineering and Computing, and an undergraduate Farquhar Honors College.
n	COLLEGE OF ALLOPATHIC MEDICINE

The College of Allopathic Medicine will help meet
the growing need of D.O. and M.D. physicians
nationally and regionally. It also will complement
the education currently offered in the College of
Osteopathic Medicine, along with the university’s
extensive offerings of health professions degree pro-

Westside Regional Medical Center
Opens ER

grams. NSU will be the only university in the south-

Hospital Corporation of America East Florida

eastern United States and the first in Florida to house

opened Westside Emergency Services, part of

both an osteopathic and allopathic medical school.

Westside Regional Medical Center (WRMC), in part-

n	COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING AND COMPUTING

The College of Engineering and Computing will combine
the Ph.D. and master’s degree programs formerly housed
in the Graduate School of Computer and Information

nership with NSU in May. The facility is located on
the Fort Lauderdale/Davie Campus in the University
Park Plaza shopping center at University Drive and
SW 36th Street.

Sciences and the bachelor’s degree programs across

The emergency room provides the surrounding

computer science, engineering, and information sciences

community with immediate access to experienced,

from the former Farquhar College of Arts and Sci-

board-certified emergency room physicians and

ences. The college will offer a new Bachelor of Science in

offers a full range of emergency care services for

General Engineering degree (pending approval by the

children and adults. In the future, the offsite emer-

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools Com-

gency room will serve as a residency site offering

mission on Colleges) that will begin in the fall of 2016.

valuable hands-on training to NSU medical stu-

n	FARQUHAR HONORS COLLEGE

The undergraduate Farquhar Honors College will be

dents and various clinical training opportunities for
students in other NSU health professions programs.

made up of students who meet high academic stan-

Additionally, the facility includes a full-service

dards, including those who are also part of certain

laboratory, a pharmacy, and advanced imaging

highly competitive scholarship programs. Students

equipment that includes a 16-Slice CT, ultra-

who complete the Honors College programs will

sound, and two cutting-edge digital X-ray units.

receive special acknowledgment on their diplomas and

Emergency transportation is provided to indi-

transcripts and at commencement ceremonies. u

viduals requiring in-patient hospital care. u
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Class of 2019 White Coat Ceremony

Last Look

Diversity includes, but is not limited to, race,
ethnicity, culture, religion, philosophy, gender, physical

characteristics, socioeconomic status, age, and sexual
orientation. Differences in views, interpretations, and
reactions derived from diversity are important. Diversity
enriches a learning environment focused on preparing
individuals to live and work in a global society.
The College of Optometry ranks number one for African
American, Hispanic or Latino, and Native American or
Alaskan Native students, with more than 20 percent of the
entering class being of these underrepresented minorities.
Our student population truly reflects the diversity of our
South Florida environment. u

TOP 10

NSUCO FAST FACTS

The College of Optometry prepares optometric physicians to practice
at the highest level of proficiency, integrity, and professionalism.

01 >

• Learn at a safe, green campus
in beautiful South Florida!

02 >

• Participate in clinical experiences in optometric specialties, such
as pediatrics, low vision, contact lenses, and ocular disease.

03 >

• Provide services that improve patients’ lives at
The Eye Care Institute’s five locations.

04 >

• Enjoy unique programs that enhance learning, including the mini-M.B.A.,
extended (five-year option), and Preparatory Optometry Program.

05 >

• Travel to different locales on international medical
outreach trips that provide rewarding clinical experiences.

06 >

• Enhance your career with postgraduate learning opportunities—obtain degrees such as an M.S.
in Clinical Vision Research or a Master of Public Health and participate in unique residencies.

07 >

• Grow in a multidisciplinary environment that encourages
scholarly activity, networking, service, and lifelong learning.

08 >

• Find yourself through student organizations and charitable social
events that unite a diverse student body.

09 >

• Stay healthy with an active university community that features an interactive
environment so students have a healthy school-life balance.

10 >

• Use iPads and advanced technology in the
classroom, lab, and clinics.

Health Professions Division
College of Optometry
3200 South University Drive
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33328-2018

Partners

in Education

We thank our Partners in Education for their continuing
support of the college’s students, faculty members,
alumni, and continuing education programs.

